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The Poor Woman’s Lamp

Scene 1: At the Temple

**Narrator:** Long ago, when the Buddha was still in the world, a poor
woman came to the temple.

**Poor Woman:** This temple is so bright--- Everyone is offering lamps to
the Buddha.

**People:** We offer these lamps with joy and respect!

**Poor Woman:** | want to offer something too.

Scene 2: Her Decision

**Narrator:** The woman looked at the few coins in her hand.

**Poor Woman:** This is all | have. It is not even enough for a full meal.
**Narrator:** After thinking carefully, she made a decision.

**Poor Woman:** | will use all my money to buy one small lamp.

Scene 3: The Offering
**Narrator:** She placed the small lamp in front of the Buddha.

**Poor Woman:** (Bowing) With this small light, may I light up the darkness
in my heart.

**Buddha:** (Kindly) Your heart is sincere.

Scene 4: The Wind
**Narrator:** That night, a strong wind blew through the temple.
**People:** Oh no! The lamps are going out!

**Narrator:** The big lamps went out one by one. But the small lamp
stayed bright.

Scene 5: The Burning Lamp

**Monk Maudgalyayana:** This is strange. Why is this lamp still burning?
**Narrator:** He tried to blow it out.

**Monk Maudgalyayana:** (Blows) It will not go out!

Scene 6: The Teaching

**Buddha:** This lamp stays lit because the giver’s heart is pure and
selfless.

True giving is not about how much we give, but about the heart behind
It.
**people:** (Softly) We understand.

Scene 7: Ending

**Narrator:** The poor woman’s one small lamp shone brighter than all
the others.

**All (together):** True giving comes from the heart.
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